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1.0
INTRODUCTION

I am indeed delighted to welcome you all to the 30th Annual Conference of the Nigerian Statistical Association (NSA), taking place in this historic city of Kano, the capital of Kano State. This conference promises to be a gathering of statisticians, planners, economists, bankers, financial and business analysts, computer analysts, environmentalists, politicians, government dignitaries and all other professional researchers who have more than a passing interest in statistics. In more ways than one, I believe that this year’s conference would be successful and unique. 
Firstly, the theme of this year’s conference, which is, “Statistical Support for Meeting the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) in Nigeria” is apt, timely and intuitively appealing. It is timely given the seemingly intractable problems of poverty and economic deprivation facing many developing countries today and the need to find urgent solutions to them. It also coincides with the period when the National Economic Empowerment and Development Strategy (NEEDS), the new planning paradigm of this present Administration, is vigorously being implemented.  As you are all aware, the achievement of the MDGs is a major policy objective of that medium-term economic reform package, which derives from the country’s long-term goals of value re-orientation, poverty reduction, wealth creation and employment generation. Secondly, we shall be installing Patrons and Fellows of the Nigerian Statistical Association (NSA) and honouring institutions/individuals that have excelled themselves in statistical advocacy.  We are also happy to note that “Mr. NEEDS” is among those to be honoured today. 
Thirdly, it coincides with a watershed in the annals of the history of the NSA. This conference marks the 30th anniversary of NSA. How time flies. These are 30 solid years, long and strong, erected in the minds and number of professional statisticians that the association has nursed and nurtured over the years; the intellectual discipline it has brought to bear and the habit of logical reasoning it has inculcated in our members. All these point to some unique qualities that mark us out as a special breed of professionals, and that is – that we not only deal with uncontrolled variations and reason in the realm of uncertainty, but more importantly, that we equally make valid decisions under uncertainty.  Distinguished ladies and gentlemen, you can see that we have the tools and all it takes. All we are asking for is a space and resources to perform. I therefore urge you all, awardees, participants and resource persons alike, to celebrate this conference and make the most of it, in terms of intellectual exchange, the networking it provides and above all the opportunity to meet and congratulate our distinguished awardees and our members who will be conferred with the prestigious title of Fellow of NSA.
Let me return to the theme of my presentation today. The Millennium development Goals (MDGs) evolved as the response of world leaders who came together six years ago and resolved to tackle the menace of poverty and general economic deprivation.  The MDGs were adopted at the United Nations (UN) Millennium declaration at the Millennium Summit held during September 6 – 8, 2000 in New York, United States of America. The Millennium Declaration was adopted by 189 nations and signed by 147 Heads of State and Governments during the UN Millennium Summit and are expected to respond to the world’s main development challenges (UNDP, 2006). The MDGs are eight goals to be achieved by 2015 with 1990 as base. Referred to as a “vision for the future”, the world leaders agreed to work together towards a world with less poverty, hunger and diseases, better educated children, equal opportunities for women and healthier environment. This pact was what gave birth to the eight Millennium development Goals (MDGs) which are providing countries, a framework for development and time-bound targets by which progress can be measured. As Mailafia (2005) put it, “the adoption of the MDGs…constituted an unprecedented promise by world leaders to address, as a single package, peace, security, development, human rights and fundamental freedoms”. He went further to say that since their adoption, the goals have galvanized unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the world poorest and that there are four reasons why MDGs are different from previous global target settings.

· They are people-centred, time-bound and measurable.
· They are based on a global partnership, stressing the responsibilities of developing countries for getting their house in order, and for developed countries for supporting those efforts.

· They have unprecedented political support, embraced at the highest levels by developed and developing countries, civil society and major development institutions alike.
· They are achievable.

However, according to the Global Poverty Report 2002 on achieving the Millennium Development Goals in Africa, only a few African countries that have implemented sound economic policies and improved their systems of governance are likely to meet most of the goals by 2015, if current trend were to continue. For most of the rest, one of the major challenges of policy making and governance had been insufficient statistics. Undoubtedly, statistics has a major if not central, role to play in the achievement of the MDGs for every country. In Nigeria, as in many developing countries, institutional weaknesses, among others, had contributed significantly to the problem of obtaining adequate statistics. The conference, therefore, portends a major opportunity for us to examine ways of providing adequate statistical support for the successful implementation of the MDGs in Nigeria. 

For easy exposition, my thoughts on these issues have been organized in the rest of the paper, along the following lines. I will raise some issues related to the MDGs, discuss the eight MDGs and Nigeria’s progress so far, and then focus on the challenges and those issues they pose for us as statisticians. I will then conclude by attempting to show the way forward.
2.0
Issues Related To The MDGs
As contained in the Global Poverty Report 2002, African countries need to act in three main areas, if accelerated progress must be made towards meeting the MDGs. These include;
· Deepening macroeconomic reforms, and enhancing domestic competitiveness and efficiency, as foundations for a favourable investment climate and pro-poor growth.

· Strengthening democratic institutions and systems of public budget and financial management to ensure that governments are accountable to their people, especially for the effective use of public resources; and

· Investing adequate resources in human development.

However, some socio-economic concerns both at the international/regional, and country levels make the attainment of the MDGs imperative for a country like Nigeria. Some of these issues are contained in a World Bank book, Can Africa Claim the 21st Century?, 2000, Washington, DC. The book which was co-authored by our own Prof. Charles C. Soludo, resulted from collaboration by five institutions – ADB, AERC, ECA, GCA, and the World Bank. The authors posit that, ‘because of high income inequality, Africa’s poor are the poorest of the world’s poor. They went further to add that ‘more than 40 per cent of its 600 million people live below the internationally recognized US$1.00 a day, with incomes averaging US$0.65 a day in purchasing power parity terms. The number of poor people has grown relentlessly, causing Africa’s share of the world’s absolute poor to increase from 25 to 30 per cent in the 1990s. On health, they observe that ‘every three seconds, an African child dies - in most cases from an infectious disease. In some countries one in five children die before their fifth birthday’. They also observe that HIV/AIDS threatens to cut life expectancy by 20 years and undermine savings, growth and the social fabric in many countries. 
On women, Lopez-Claros, et al (2005), argued that the 1.5 billion people living on US$1.00 a day or less are women and that the gap between women and men caught in the cycle of poverty has not lessened, but may well have widened in the past decade. They termed this ‘the feminization of poverty’ as women tend to be engaged in lowest paid jobs that tend to offer limited or no opportunity for advancement. This was corroborated by the World Bank (2000) which noted that ‘women are one of Africa’s hidden growth reserves, providing most of the region’s labour, but their productivity is hampered by widespread inequality in education and access’. Ironically, this attitude is uncalled for as the World Bank (2000) established that “African women work far longer than African men. On average, their workdays may be 50 per cent longer, and their work is closely integrated with household production systems. More importantly, ‘income earned by women is more likely to be used productively – for children’s food, clothing and education’. I guess this is a bitter pill for men to swallow, but that is the reality and that is the power of statistics. This fact is also true for Nigeria, because, a recent survey by the National Bureau of Statistics (NBS), showed that Nigerian women work on the average for 15 hours a day, while their male counterparts work for only 11 hours a day. We should be able to produce such statistics that challenge the status quo and therefore provide policy makers with basic tools for making policy shifts.
3.0
The Eight Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) and their Targets
The overall objectives of the MDGs are tailored towards the promotion of education, gender equality, environmental sustainability, the protection of basic human rights and all efforts aimed at emancipating the human race from the abject and dehumanizing conditions of extreme poverty. The eight (8) MDGs have eighteen (18) numerical and time-bound targets as well as forty-eight (48) indicators for monitoring progress achieved (Oyeranti, 2005). These goals, their targets and indicators that would be used to measure performance and progress towards the targets and goals have been summarized in the table below. They range from the eradication of extreme poverty to the achievement of universal primary education, the promotion of gender equality and women empowerment, reduction in child mortality, improvement in maternal health, combating HIV/AIDS, malaria and other diseases, ensuring environmental sustainability, and developing a global partnership for development. 
Table 1: MDGs, their Targets and Indicators for monitoring the Targets
	Goals/Targets          
	GOALS, TARGETS AND INDICATORS 

	GOAL 1
	ERADICATE EXTREME POVERTY AND HUNGER

	Target 1:
	Reduce by half b/w 1990 & 2015 the proportion of people living on less than a dollar a day  

indicators

1. Proportion of population below $ 1 (PPP) per day (World Bank)

2. Poverty gap ratio, $1 per day (World Bank)

3. Share of poorest quintile in national income or consumption (World Bank )

	Target 2:
	Reduce by half b/w 1990 & 2015 the proportion of people who suffer from hunger

indicators

4.   Prevalence of Underweight Children Under Five Years of Age (UNICEF)

5.  Proportion of the Population below Minimum Level of Dietary Energy Consumption (FAO)

	GOAL 2
	ACHIEVE UNIVERSAL PRIMARY EDUCATION

	     Target 3:
	Ensure that  by 2015 all boys and girls complete a full course of primary schooling

indicators

6. Net Enrolment Ratio in Primary Education (UNESCO) 

7. Proportion of Pupils Starting Grade 1 who Reach Grade 5 (UNESCO) 

8. Literacy Rate of 15-24 year-olds (UNESCO) 

	GOAL 3
	PROMOTE GENDER EQUALITY AND EMPOWER WOMEN

	Target 4:
	Eliminate gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005, and at all levels by 2015

indicators

9. Ratio of Girls to Boys in Primary, Secondary, and Tertiary Education (UNESCO) 

10. Ratio of Literate Women to Men 15-24 years old (UNESCO) 

11. Share of Women in Wage Employment in the Non-Agricultural Sector (ILO) 

12. Proportion of Seats Held by Women in National Parliaments (IPU) 

	GOAL 4
	REDUCE CHILD MORTALITY

	Target 5:
	Reduce by two thirds  b/w 1990 & 2015  the mortality rate among children under five

indicators

13. Under-Five Mortality Rate (UNICEF) 

14. Infant Mortality Rate (UNICEF) 

15. Proportion of 1 year-old Children Immunized Against Measles (UNICEF)

	GOAL 5
	IMPROVE MATERNAL HEALTH

	Target 6:
	Reduce by three quarters b/w 1990 & 2015 the maternal mortality ratio

indicators

16. Maternal Mortality Ratio (WHO) 

17. Proportion of Births Attended by Skilled Health Personnel (UNICEF) 

	GOAL 6
	COMBAT HIV/AIDS, MALARIA AND OTHER DISEASES

	Target 7:
	Halt by 2015 and begin to reverse the spread of HIV/AIDS

indicators

18. HIV Prevalence Among 15-24 year-old Pregnant Women (UNAIDS) 

19. Condom use rate or the contraceptive prevalence rate and Population aged 15-24 years with comprehensive correct knowledge of HIV/AIDS(UNAIDS, UNICEF, UN Population Division, WHO) 

20. Ratio of school attendance of orphans to school attendance of non-orphans aged 10-14 years 

	Target 8:
	Halt by 2015 and begin to reverse the incidence of malaria and other major diseases

indicators

21. Prevalence and Death Rates Associated with Malaria (WHO) 

22. Proportion of Population in Malaria Risk Areas Using Effective Malaria Prevention and Treatment Measures (UNICEF) 

23. Prevalence and Death Rates Associated with Tuberculosis (WHO) 

24. Proportion of Tuberculosis Cases Detected and Cured Under Directly-Observed Treatment Short Courses (WHO) 

	GOAL 7
	ENSURE ENVIRONMENTAL SUSTAINABILITY

	Target 9:
	Integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes; reverse loss of environmental resources

indicators

25. Forested land as percentage of land area (FAO) 

26. Ratio of Area Protected to Maintain Biological Diversity to Surface Area (UNEP) 

27. Energy supply (apparent consumption; Kg oil equivalent) per $1,000 (PPP) GDP (World Bank) 

28. Carbon Dioxide Emissions (per capita) and Consumption of Ozone-Depleting CFCs (ODP tons): 


	Target 10:
	Reduce by half by 2015 the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water

Indicators

29. Proportion of the Population with Sustainable Access to and Improved Water Source (WHO/UNICEF) 

	Target 11:
	Achieve significant improvement in lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers, by 2020

Indicators
          30. Proportion of the Population with Access to Improved Sanitation (WHO/UNICEF)
31. Slum population as percentage of urban population (secure tenure index) (UN-Habitat) 

	GOAL 8
	DEVELOP A GLOBAL PARTNERSHIP FOR DEVELOPMENT

	Target 12:
	Develop further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system, including  a commitment to good governance, development, and poverty reduction — both nationally and internationally

	Target 13:
	Address the special needs of the least developed countries, including tariff and quota free access for least developed countries’ exports; enhanced programme of debt relief for HIPCs and cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more generous ODA for countries committed to poverty reduction

	Target 14:
	Address the special needs of landlocked countries and small island developing States

	Target 15:
	Deal comprehensively with the debt problems of developing countries through national and international measures in order to make debt sustainable in the long term.

	Target 16:
	In cooperation with developing countries, develop and implement strategies for decent and productive work for youth.

	Target 17:
	In cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, provide access to affordable essential drugs in developing countries

	Target 18:
	In cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications

	
	Indicators

Official development assistance
32. Net ODA as percentage of OECD/DAC donors’ gross national product (targets of 0.7% in total and 0.15% for LDCs) 

33. Proportion of ODA to basic social services (basic education, primary health care, nutrition, safe water and sanitation) 
34. Proportion of ODA that is untied 

35. Proportion of ODA for environment in small island developing States.

36. Proportion of ODA for transport sector in landlocked countries
Market access
37. Proportion of exports (by value and excluding arms) admitted free of duties and quotas 

38. Average tariffs and quotas on agricultural products and textiles and clothing 

39. Domestic and export agricultural subsidies in OECD countries 

40. Proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity 

Debt sustainability
41. Proportion of official bilateral HIPC debt cancelled 

42. Total Number of Countries that Have Reached their HIPC Decision Points and Number that Have Reached their Completion Points (Cumulative) (HIPC) (World Bank-IMF) 

43. Debt Service as a Percentage of Exports of Goods and Services (World Bank) 

44. Debt Relief Committed Under HIPC Initiative (HIPC) (World Bank-IMF) 

45. Unemployment of 15-24 year-olds, Each Sex and Total (ILO) 

46. Proportion of Population with Access to Affordable, Essential Drugs on a Sustainable Basis (WHO) 

47. Telephone Lines and Cellular Subscribers per 100 Population (ITU) 

48. Personal Computers in Use and Internet Users per 100 Population (ITU) 


Source: United Nations Statistics Database on MDGs.

The set targets include halving the proportion of people whose income is less than one dollar a day between 1990 and 2015. The indicators for this goal include the proportion of population below $1 per day, the poverty gap ratio (incidence x depth of poverty) and share of poorest quintile in national consumption. The second target is halving the proportion of people who suffer from hunger between 1990 and 2015. Other relevant indicators include prevalence of underweight children (under-five years of age) and the proportion of population below minimum level of dietary energy consumption.
Among the targets are: ensuring that by 2015, children everywhere, boys and girls alike, will be able to complete a full course of primary schooling; eliminating gender disparity in primary and secondary education preferably by 2005 and to all levels of education no later than 2015; reducing by two-thirds, between 1990 and 2015, the under-five mortality rate; reducing by three-quarters, between 1990 and 2015, the maternal mortality ratio; have halted by 2015, and begin to reverse, the spread of HIV/AIDS; have halted by 2015, and begin to reverse, the incidence of malaria and other major diseases;  integrate the principles of sustainable development into country policies and programmes and reverse the loss of environmental resources; Halving by 2015, the proportion of people without sustainable access to safe drinking water; achieving by 2020 a significant improvement in the lives of at least 100 million slum dwellers; developing further an open, rule-based, predictable, non-discriminatory trading and financial system including commitment to good governance, development, and poverty reduction – both nationally and internationally; addressing the special needs of the least developed countries (LDCs) including tariff and quota free access for LDC exports, enhanced programme of debt relief for Heavily Indebted Poor Countries (HIPC) and cancellation of official bilateral debt; and more generous Official Development Assistance (ODA) for countries committed to poverty reduction.

The other targets include addressing the special needs of landlocked countries and small island developing states (through Barbados Programme and 22nd General Assembly Provisions); deal comprehensively with the debt problems through national and international measures in order to make debt sustainable in the long term; developing and implementing, in cooperation with developing countries, strategies for decent and productive work for youth; provided in cooperation with pharmaceutical companies, access to affordable, essential drugs in developing countries; and in cooperation with the private sector, make available the benefits of new technologies, especially information and communications technology. 

Some of the relevant indicators include: net enrollment ratio in primary education, proportion of pupils starting grade 1 who reach grade 5, literacy rate of 15-24 year olds, ratio of girls to boys in primary, secondary and tertiary education, ratio of literate females to males of 15-24 year olds, share of women in wage employment in the non-agricultural sector, proportion of seats held by women in national parliament, under-five mortality rate, proportion of 1 year old children immunized against measles, maternal mortality ratio, proportion of births attended by skilled health personnel, HIV prevalence among 15-24 year old pregnant women, contraceptive prevalence rate, number of children orphaned by HIV/AIDS, prevalence and death rates associated with malaria, proportion of population in malaria risk areas using effective malaria prevention and treatment measures, prevalence and death rates associated with tuberculosis, proportion of TB cases detected and cured under DOTS (Directly Observed Treatment Short Course), proportion of land area covered by forests, land area protected to maintain biological diversity, GDP per unit of energy use (as proxy for energy efficiency), carbon dioxide emissions (per capita, plus two figures of global atmospheric pollution: ozone depletion and the accumulation of global warming gases), proportion of population with sustainable access to an improved water source, proportion of people with access to improved sanitation, proportion of people with access to secure tenure (urban/rural disaggregation of several of the above indicators may be relevant for monitoring improvement in the lives of slum dwellers).
Some of the indicators  which need to be monitored separately for the least developed countries, Africa, landlocked and small island developing states include: net official development assistance (ODA) as percentage of Development Assistance Committee (DAC) donors’ Gross National Product (GNP) (targets of 0.7% in total and 0.15% for LDCs); proportion of ODA to basic social services (basic education, primary health care, nutrition, safe water and sanitation); proportion of ODA that is untied; proportion of ODA for environment in small island developing states, proportion of ODA for transport sector in landlocked countries; proportion of exports (by value and excluding arms) admitted free of duties and quotas; average tariffs and quotas on agricultural products and textiles and clothing; domestic and export agricultural subsidies in Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD) countries; proportion of ODA provided to help build trade capacity; proportion of official bilateral HIPC debt cancelled (for debt sustainability); debt service as a percentage of exports of goods and services; proportion of ODA provided as debt relief; number of countries reaching HIPC decision and completion points; unemployment rate of 15-24 year olds; proportion of population with access to affordable essential drugs on a sustainable basis; telephone lines per 1000 people; and personal computers per 1000 people. The selection of indicators for goals 7 and 8 (ensuring environmental sustainability and developing a global partnership for development) is subject to further refinement.

4.0
Nigeria’s Progress So Far
The resulting analysis draws heavily on the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP’s) National Millennium Development Goals Report 2004 for Nigeria.
Goal 1:

Eradicate Extreme Poverty and Hunger

According to Nigeria’s MDGs country report 2004, available statistics reveal that the incidence of poverty increased sharply both between 1980 and 1985 and between 1992 and 1996. A decrease was however recorded between 1985 and 1992. The proportion of people living in poverty rose from 28.1 per cent in 1980 to 46.3 per cent in 1995 but dropped to 42.7 per cent in 1985 and rose again to 65.6 per cent in 1996. This means there were 17.7 million poor people in poverty in 1980 and 34.7 million in 1985. Though the poverty level had dropped in 1992, the population in poverty was about 5 million higher than the 1985 figure. In 1996, the population in poverty had increased sharply to 67.1 million. By 2004, the poverty level and the population in poverty recorded 54.4 per cent and 70.6 million people, respectively.
Using 1991 as a reference point, and based on a projected population figure of 178.5 million by 2015, the proportion of people living in poverty is expected to decline to 21.4 per cent by 2015. This implies that about 38.1 million people would still be poor. However, this figure varies according to various population growth scenarios. The table below presents a summary of the current and projected poverty levels.


[image: image1.emf]Year

estimated 

total 

population 

(m)

population in 

poverty (m)

national urban rural

male headed 

households

female 

headed 

households

1980 28.1             17.2             28.3             29.2               27.0            65.0             17.7            

1985 46.3             37.8             51.4             47.3               38.1            75.0             34.7            

1992 42.7             37.5             46.0             43.1               39.9            91.5             39.2            

1996 65.6             58.2             69.8             66.5               58.5            102.3           67.1            

2004 54.4             43.3             63.3             -                 -             129.7           70.6            

2015 (low pop. Growth) 21.4             140.9           30.1            

2015 (medium pop. Growth) 21.4             178.5           38.1            

2015 (high pop. Growth) 21.4             189.2           40.4            

Poverty Level (%)

Source: Poverty Profile for Nigeria, 1980 - 1996, FOS Publication


With regards to nourishment, about 13 per cent of the population was undernourished between 1990 and 1992. This figure dropped to 8 and 7 in 1996 – 1998 and 1998 – 2000 respectively. At the projected 2015 population of 178.5 million, 6.5 per cent of that population would be undernourished if the target is to be met.

Goal 2:

Achieve Universal Primary Education

The Gross Enrolment Ratio (GER) increased steadily from 68 per cent in 1990 to 86 per cent in 1994. It declined thereafter to 81 per cent in 1995 and further to 70 per cent in 1996. The Multiple Indicators Cluster Survey (MICS, 2000) by former Federal Office of Statistics (FOS) indicated a GER of 92 per cent in 1999, 95 per cent in 2000 and a decline to 93 per cent in 2001.

The primary six completion rate was not very impressive at 60 per cent in 1991 although it increased steadily, reaching a high of 75 per cent in 1994. It declined thereafter to 69 per cent in 1995 and 64 per cent in 1996, increased to 67 per cent in 1997 and 73 per cent in 1999 before reaching an all time high of  83 per cent in 2001.
Goal 3:

Promote Gender Equality and Empower Women

Despite the numerous operational and financial difficulties encountered in implementing policies geared toward achieving this goal, gender imbalances overtime, at primary, secondary and tertiary institutions have reduced. From 1990 figures of 0.76 for primary school, 0.75 for secondary school and 0.46 for tertiary institutions, the figures improved considerably to 0.96, 0.85 and 0.82 in 2000 respectively.

Goal 4:

Reduce Child Mortality

The goal of reducing child mortality seems to be a much more difficult objective to attain so far. The under-5 mortality rate increased from 147/1000 in 1990 to 176/1000 in 1995 before falling to an all time low of 119/1000 in 1998. Thereafter, it increased steadily overtime. By 2001, under-5 mortality rate in Nigeria was 183/1000, a figure worse than the 1990 level. At this rate, it is unlikely the goal would be met by 2015.

For Infant Mortality Rate (IMR), 85/1000 live births was recorded in 1990 which increased to 195/1000 in 1994. The rate dropped to 114/1000 between 1995 and 1998. It further fell to 75.1/1000 by 2002, a rate significantly higher than the 28/1000 needed to attain the goal.

Goal 5:

Improve Maternal Health

 Available data shows that while the maternal mortality rate in the early 1990s was between 1400 and 1500, it dropped to 1000/100,000 live births in the late 1990s to 2001. The proportion of births attended by skilled medical personnel dropped from 45 per cent in 1990s to 31 per cent in 1998 but rose again to 42 per cent in 2000. In addition, only about 63 per cent of the mothers received antenatal care from qualified medical personnel.
Goal 6:

Combat HIV/AIDS, Malaria and Other Diseases
Adult HIV prevalence increased from 1.8 per cent in 1991 to 5.8 per cent in 2001 and fell to 5 per cent in 2003. Based on absolute figures, it is estimated that 3.2 to 3.8 million Nigerian adults and children were living with HIV and AIDS by the end of 2003. Current projections show an increase in the number of people living with HIV and AIDS to between 3.4 and 4 million in 2005 and could increase to between 3.7 and 4.3 million in 2008.

Data on national prevalence and deaths due to Tuberculosis has also been rising. For instance, the deaths associated with TB increased from as low as 12 in 1993 to 940 in 1998. The prevalence of malaria had also increased from 1,116,982 in 1990 to 1,875,380 in 1998. 
Goal 7:

Ensure Environmental Sustainability

Over the last two decades, the rate of deforestation has grown considerably. The average annual rate of deforestation grew from 0.7 per cent in 1980/90 to 0.9 per cent in 1990/95 and 2.6 per cent in 1990/2000. This translated to loss of 1,200; 1,214 and 3,984 square kilometers respectively.

Average annual commercial energy use grew from 2.9 per cent between 1980 and 1990 to 4.6 per cent between 1990 and 1994. Per capita energy use also rose from 165kg of oil equivalent in 1995 to 753 in 1997 and 710 in 2000.

Since 1992, total CO2 emissions have declined to 83.3 million metric tons in 1996, 78.5 million tons in 1998 and 40.4 million metric tons in 1999. The proportion of people with access to improved sanitation facilities declined marginally from 56.5 per cent in 1990 to 55.5 per cent in 2000.
Goal 8:

Develop a Global Partnership for Development
A welcome development in this regard is the recent debt relief secured from the Paris Club Creditors, which resulted in 60 per cent of the US$30.0 billion owed to the club being cancelled, thereby reducing Nigeria’s debt from a level of US$35.0 billion as at end-September, 2005 to US$4.8 billion as at end-June, 2006. In the telecommunications sub-sector, Nigeria has become one of the fastest growing telecommunications sub-sector in the world, with over 18 million subscriber base in 2005, from less than 500,000 in 2001. The latest 2005 annual survey conducted by the Central Bank of Nigeria (CBN), the Nigerian Communications Commission (NCC) and NBS has shown that 31 per cent of households in Nigeria have access to mobile phones.
5.0 Challenges
One fact that has emerged from the above analysis, at least from a statistical perspective, is that there are data gaps and current data on MDGs are not readily available. This conference therefore presents a major opportunity for us to identify the data gaps and plan on how to fill them. On the basis of our analysis, we should ask ourselves whether we have designed our statistical systems to deliver on these goals. What are the gaps? Which surveys are we not conducting and what indicators are we not compiling? Do we think that we have sufficient evidence to advice policy makers that, say, at current rates of improvement we should be where in 2015 on any of the goals? Do we have the data and, if so, do we have the technical capacity? Some of the results thrown out in the course of our analysis were contrary to a priori expectations. But they pose one challenge. Are we ready to give opinions that are distinctly statistical in nature, thereby promoting evidence-based decision making and policy design? We have also seen that schools fail to enroll all children or retain them and there can be gaps between reported enrolment, attendance and completion rates. What must we do to capture current data on these phenomena? 
On health, the World Bank (2000) observed that “AIDS depletes human capital. Firms, farms and households are already seeing the impact in lower output, much higher health and funeral costs, increased family insecurity with loss of breadwinners and increased training needs to replace lost skills across a wide range of professions. AIDS will also further reduce the incentive to save, given the increased risk of mortality. And it will deplete public and private resources: caring for one AIDS patient costs as much as educating 10 primary school children (World Bank 1997). Given the above scenario, one might want to urge statisticians to note that we just don’t produce numbers for the sake of doing so. We should do some relational analysis and be able to advice Government on, say, the level of priority to be accorded to the treatment of AIDS and Malaria in our own environment, given the cost profiles and based on our survey results.
6.0 The Way Forward
Going by our findings in this paper, providing statistical support that would enable us measure our progress towards meeting the MDGs would require the maintenance of a robust statistical infrastructure that would strengthen the National Statistical System (NSS). This would be in terms of highly resourced institutions; by way of providing adequate and skilled manpower; sufficient funding and state-of-the art Information and Communications Technology (ICT) equipment. There should also be institutional reforms as far as Statistics is concerned. The broad  objectives could be achieved as follows:

· Apart from trying to revive the NBS, through the implementation of the Statistical Master Plan (SMP), other constituents of the NSS should be re-invigorated, since their weaknesses will affect the optimal performance of the NBS. Therefore, our Planning, Research and Statistics (PRS) Departments should be revamped and made to be headed by Statisticians. 
· All institutions that are major users and producers of statistics should create Statistics Departments in their organizational set ups. 
· I cannot help going back to some of the major findings of the World Bank (2000), since they are very germane to our topic of interest. They have observed that ‘political and economic governance are inseparable and together they underpin sustainable development”. Given the renewed emphasis being given to statistics and the need for Government to have adequate, timely and reliable data to execute most of its economic reform programmes, I think the time has come for this Country to have a Minister of Statistics in its Federal Executive Council. The appointment of the Minister should be given top priority by this administration or the incoming one. That is one way of making the citizenry appreciate that Statistics is a strategic national resource.
· In like manner, we appeal to the National Assembly members to restore the title of Statistician General to the Office of the Head of NBS in the current Statistics Bill being considered by them. That would go a long way in giving the head a national visage and by implication, putting statistics in public lime light.

· Again, we appeal that the National Assembly restores the membership of the President of the NSA in the Board of the NBS, before passing the Statistics Bill. It is our considered opinion that the NSA has as much, if not more stake, than any other professional body in the conduct of the affairs of the NBS.
· To make data production within the NSS real time, on line, we must have a constellation of sectoral data banks that would be linked to the NBS Portal, so as to provide a Decision Support System (DSS) that would alleviate the difficult task of policy making.
· We must build a knowledge network within the NSS by embracing the 4Cs of data production, namely, Co-ordination, Collaboration, Co-operation and Co-option. 

· Capacity building at a professional level must be undertaken by the NSA. That is where we are calling on all our distinguished benefactors and lovers of Statistics to contribute generously to the realization of our pet project, the construction of a permanent building for our Chartered Institute of Statisticians of Nigeria (CISON). The realization of this objective would lead to the production of Chartered Statisticians that would compare favourablly with their counterparts anywhere in the world.

Other specific recommendations that would lead to the attainment of the MDGs include:
· Deepening the scope of our survey instruments in the various sectors, by ensuring that we have variables that would match the various indicators of the MDGs.  

· The monitoring of the MDGs should be institutionalized within the NSS.
· The MDG Committee should be provided sufficient funds to track the progress on intermediate and outcome indicators and produce periodic reports.
· The NBS in particular should ensure that as much as possible, MDG indicators are comprehensively captured in their surveys. 
· We must develop the methodology for measuring gender gap, which is a combination of quantitative and qualitative methods.

In conclusion, the above are the issues we must be examining in this conference. I don’t pretend to have answers to the enormous challenges facing Statisticians in this regard. What I have merely done is to provoke your thoughts on the issues raised. I, therefore, urge all of you to put on your thinking caps, so that we can harvest ideas that would provide the basic benchmarks for monitoring the MDGs in Nigeria. Such findings would enable policy makers act on the basis of evidence in their socio-economic prescriptions and pronouncements. Having said that, I wish all of you a great 30th Annual Conference of the NSA. Long live the NSA, Long live the FEDERAL Republic of Nigeria. I thank you all for your kind attention. 
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		Year		Poverty Level (%)										estimated total population (m)		population in poverty (m)

				national		urban		rural		male headed households		female headed households

		1980		28.1		17.2		28.3		29.2		27.0		65.0		17.7

		1985		46.3		37.8		51.4		47.3		38.1		75.0		34.7

		1992		42.7		37.5		46.0		43.1		39.9		91.5		39.2

		1996		65.6		58.2		69.8		66.5		58.5		102.3		67.1

		2004		54.4		43.3		63.3		- 0		- 0		129.7		70.6

		2015 (low pop. Growth)		21.4										140.9		30.1

		2015 (medium pop. Growth)		21.4										178.5		38.1

		2015 (high pop. Growth)		21.4										189.2		40.4

		Source: Poverty Profile for Nigeria, 1980 - 1996, FOS Publication






